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The EYFS Curriculum    

Our Founda�on Stage children follow the Early Years Founda�on 

Stage Framework (EYFS).  This curriculum is based upon four 

themes and principles.   

The Unique Child - We understand that every child is an individu-

al child who is capable in their own right. The holis�c child has a 

variety of needs that need mee�ng over their �me in the Founda-

�on Stage.    

Posi�ve Rela�onships - Social interac�on is key to children’s de-

velopment. Children become strong,  independent learners; as 

well as scaffolding their learning through posi�ve social interac-

�on.    

Enabling Environments - Providing a safe, secure and s�mula�ng 

base for your children is key to their development. The framework 

allows for experiences that respond to the child’s individual 

needs/ interests; as well as developing a strong partnership be-

tween prac��oners, parents and carers.   

Learning and Development - Children develop and learn in differ-

ent ways.  The framework covers the educa�on and care of all 

children in early years provision, including children with special 
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Early Learning Goals   

Within `Development Ma�ers’ there are 3 prime areas of learning 

and 4 specific areas. This framework provides the basis of how we 

structure the se�ng, the ac�vi�es and opportuni�es we provide; as 

well as how we assess your child’s development. For each of these 

areas your child will have an ‘Early Learning Goal’  to work towards.    

Prime Areas   

 Communica�on and language   

 Personal, social and emo�onal development   

 Physical development    

Specific Areas    

 Literacy   

 Problem solving, numeracy and reasoning   

 Understanding the World   

 Expressive arts and design    

Characteris�cs of Effec�ve Learning    

 Playing and exploring   

 Ac�ve learning   

 Crea�ng and thinking cri�cally   
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Personal, Social and Emotion-
al Development  

 
At school children learn to share toys, to take turns when 

playing games and to tidy up after themselves. 

We encourage the use of the words please and thank you. 

We want our children to become independent at changing 
clothes and shoes, you can help at home by encourag-
ing them to dress on their own. 

 It is also helpful if children are used to sitting at a table 

Physical Development  

This area is about improving skills of co-ordination, control, ma-
nipulation and movement. 

Physical development also helps children gain confidence in 
what they can do and enables them to feel the positive 
benefits of being healthy and active.    

We help the children develop their physical skills through 
movement, dance, gymnastics and games as well as through 
activities designed to improve fine control skills. 

Reception go swimming in the summer 

term at the Leisure Pool.  At Holmer we 

believe swimming is a vital life skill that 

all children should learn to do. 
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This area of learning involves the children 
being read a wide range of books, 
reading simple texts, writing for a va-
riety of purposes and speaking and lis-
tening. 

Children are encouraged to develop their language 
skills through listening, talking, self-expression, 
reading, predicting and imagining. 

We like to develop a love of books by encouraging 
them to listen to stories, rhymes and poetry and 
through sharing books at home and at school. 

Communication, Language 
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The characteris�cs of learning:  

 

The Characteris�cs of Effec�ve Learning and the Prime and Specific Are-

as of Learning and Development are all interconnected. 

‘The ways in which the child engages with other people and their envi-

ronment – playing and exploring, ac�ve learning, and crea�ng and think-

ing cri�cally – underpin learning and development across all areas and 

support the child to remain an effec�ve and mo�vated learner.’ 

 

Playing and exploring –  

engagement 

Finding out and exploring  

Playing with what they know Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

Ac�ve learning –  

mo�va�on 

Being involved and concentra�ng 

Keeping trying  

Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

Crea�ng and thinking cri�cally –  

thinking 

Having their own ideas  

Making links Choosing ways to do things  

 

 




