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SHEET 
April’s Musician of the Month 

About: Bessie Smith (1894 – 1937) was an 

African-American blues singer widely renowned 

during the Jazz Age. Nicknamed the "Empress 

of the Blues", she was the most popular female 

blues singer of the 1930s. Inducted into the 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1989, she is often 

regarded as one of the greatest singers of her 

era and was a major influence on fellow blues 

singers, as well as jazz vocalists. 

Genres: Blues, Jazz 

Active from: 1912 - 1937 

Origin: Chattanooga, Tennessee, U.S.A. 

Watch and discuss 

the ‘St. Louis Blues’ 

music video.  

Books to read… If you like Bessie Smith, try… 

• Billie Holiday 

• John Lee Hooker 

• Etta James 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Bo3f_9hLkQ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bessie-Smith-Night-Riders-Stauffacher/dp/0399242376/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NRU5UUB3YZOQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.miZc6l6TRkQ6xMB25rHadg.G_ANjLr822X4grEn7wDli5Kn3QQNIN_uwbhDzZAOoLk&dib_tag=se&keywords=bessie+smith+and+the+night+riders&qid=1711572759&s=books&sprefix=bessie+smith+and+the+night+riders%2Cstripbooks%2C61&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Blues-Journey-Ribbon-Nonfiction-Awards/dp/0823416135/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2K1B18XHYEXC8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jNauXlz7ExFEd2oR7C8oCLdSViqGPMNDLzRFL7YR_jBhUnwXXJeEOVgYaahJdatg3oFU-v-FmBhPUyfrJU1wjCiujaMSrM7IaYMzGJsprbnqbQDvPp46wtC823MiaaryK9w6pKQRPr8jOGUwCQn2YQb0tpCmVblgCaWGZplZ5-JGeRwIkHsiF8IAMllmksbVwXNHegsPjIk5xm_lSXPKBaem7DpsSs4xF5o3Gq94E6Y.OQ2B93xnRSUGMDlru3Lxcn3nH9OtISvpEE7wr0hssys&dib_tag=se&keywords=blues+journey&qid=1711572731&s=books&sprefix=blues+journey%2Cstripbooks%2C63&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Yellow-Blues-Alice-Faye-Duncan/dp/0802855539/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1PV4ZFQHMSWX1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.llyeKELTL4zDKo3F7Dwz1hJOcyL7Qt1JEuuhIhbybo-5fbvThWjLy9Dk-rubuNVoygnEFH628S1rGUOXZ-lqaOGL6-lakJQy0hyC11xr4GFyiOAFOBw2Z1AZnmfaB48XCtGvR6ad4qMYftD4Yy_SiO2ucPmIYQ8wWoL4MD6gfSZ4eRdEDv4CuMFknagLb2W_BUQtUS9aIm_A9n9rwKDJ3T5RIDNJwSjBfWU7pcQAwgg.0tdXaPlOojVcdUpzQbuktyOdO_gXMdsYnaxNbRBa71Y&dib_tag=se&keywords=yellow+dog+blues&qid=1711572714&s=books&sprefix=yellow+dog+blues%2Cstripbooks%2C96&sr=1-1

